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THE IMPACT OF DAYSTAR UNIVERSITY

80%
of Daystar 
graduates have 
a job within the first 
year after graduation.

Over 30
African countries 
are represented in Daystar’s 
student population & over 
90% stay in Africa after 
graduating.

17,000
Daystar Alumni are spread across the 
world, impacting their communities. 

SWAHILI FOR ‘DAYSTAR NEWS’

Daystar University brought the 
first bachelor’s program of an 
accredited Christian liberal arts 
institution to Africa.

I never grow tired of telling you about the impact of Day-
star University. It is far and it is wide. I have met count-
less students and  have seen how they are transformed 
by Daystar. They learn to be leaders. They learn to be 
servants. They learn about God’s love. And it transforms 
them.
 
Similar to how Christ transforms us, these students 
become a new creation during their time at Daystar. The 
high quality, Christ-centered education they earn from 
Daystar prepares them to impact their communities. 
None of this would be possible without your support. 
You are helping transform Africa from the inside out. And 
although they may not know you by name, these 
students give thanks for you everyday. Thank you for 
your support and making the great impact of Daystar 
University possible.

Kathleen at the 2015 Daystar graduation ceremony  

A note of gratitude from Dr. Kathleen Johnson, Executive Director
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There are approximately 17,000 
Daystar alumni. Many return to 
their own communities to help 
transform Africa. Michael Kimpur 
is one of them.

By Michael Kimpur 

I graduated from Daystar Univer-
sity in 2005 with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Communications and 
went on to take an incredible 
cross-cultural opportunity to 
study at Bethel University in St. 
Paul, MN. From Bethel, I earned a 
Master’s of Arts in Organizational 

Leadership. My education at both 
universities helped me develop 
many valuable skills that have 
since greatly benefitted my home 
village of Alale, Pokot, not to men-
tion the greater region of the 
nomad communities in Kenya. 

In 2008, after graduating, I started 
a school with my colleagues on 
the edge of Kenya’s northwest 
nomadic lands to bring the hope 
of a Christ-centered education to 
many children. Daylight Center 
and School aims to empower 
nomadic peoples to realize a 
peaceful future for themselves, 
rather than a future of tribal 
violence, hunger, and hardship 
often faced. I myself have experi-
enced the devastating violence 
and poverty as a nomadic herd 
boy of the Pokot tribe. When I was 
eight years old, my family’s cows 
were stolen and I was forced to 
walk 150 miles to a feeding camp. 
The camp gave me an education, 
which was like having a new eye 

through which to view the world. I 
also learned about Jesus as a 
Good Shepherd.

My education at Daystar helped 
me ground my faith in solid ethics 
and gave me practical tools 
to make a difference in others’ 
lives. I am currently using those 
skills to manage Daylight Center 
and School’s numerous staff, gain 
funding opportunities abroad, 
work effectively in cross-cultural 
contexts, and provide education 
for over 400 children. All of these 
skills ultimately allow me to 
empower children to break gen-
erational patterns of violence.  

I thank God and Daystar Univer-
sity for making this calling a reality 
for me.  I give a special thanks to 
Daystar University and the praying 
partners for giving me the oppor-
tunity to be a vessel for good. 
Long live The Daystar!

My education at 
Daystar helped me 
ground my faith in 

solid ethics and gave 
me practical tools to 
make a difference in 

others’ lives.

“

”
Students at Kimpur’s Daylight Center and School in Western Kenya.

Educating Christian Servant-Leaders to Transform Africa

Be social. Follow us & stay connected with 
what’s going on in the U.S. and Kenya.



DAYSTAR UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

Dr. Martha W. Kiarie is the Dean 
of the School of Science, Engi-
neering & Health at Daystar Uni-
versity. She holds a Ph.D. in Envi-
ronmental Health with emphasis 
on Public Health & Medical Ento-
mology from Kosin University in 
Busan, South Korea. Dr. Kiarie 
has over 20 years of experience 
in university teaching, research, 
and administration.
 
Dr. Kiarie is currently coordinating 
research to study Leishmaniasis, 
a disease caused by protozoan 
parasites, and how to lessen the 
socio-economic burden of the 
disease on Kenyans.  

She is an ordained elder of the 
Presbyterian Church of East 
Africa. As a teacher and a mentor 
for young people, Dr. Kiarie is 

passionate about investing in the 
future of her students.

Dr. Kiarie is the second born child 
in a family of 11 children. She is 
married to Mr. Simon Makara, an 
engineer at Kenya Wildlife Ser-
vice organization and together 
they have two college age chil-
dren.  

One of her happiest memories at 
Daystar was when the first group 
of Nursing students graduated 
from Daystar. When the four of 
them came to school none could 
afford to pay even the basic 
tuition fees and it took the efforts 
of donors unknown to the 
students to help them to the 
graduate. She said, “When they 
walked across the stage  I could 
not hold back my tears of joy.”

REMEMBERING DR. D. RAY HOSTETTER
Dr. D. Ray Hostetter, lifetime 
Christian educator and beloved 
husband and father, died on 
February 12 at the age of 88. 

Dr. Hostetter earned his doctor-
ate in higher education from 
Columbia University. He devoted 
30 years as the President of 
Messiah College in Grantham, 
PA.

The work of Dr. Hostetter was 
essential in the development of 
Daystar University. He had the 
idea to share  the resources of 
Messiah College with Daystar, a 

then small communications 
school, to develop a university 
that would serve African 
students in their context and 
culture. This partnership 
between Messiah College and 
Daystar University brought the 
first bachelor’s degree program 
of an accredited Christian liberal 
arts institution to Africa. 

Dr. Ray Hostetter’s life was com-
posed of faith, vision, and prom-
ise. He fulfilled them with humil-
ity, integrity and strength. With 
his passing we mourn our loss 
and celebrate heaven’s increase.

Dr. Martha W. Kiarie

Dr. Hostetter handing out diplomas at 
Daystar’s graduation ceremony.

“We have a common saying 
in Kenya that ‘words are 

not enough to express what 
the heart feels’. Every time I 
stand to read the names of 
students graduating I see 

them escorted to the gradua-
tion podium by the love of the 
donors who, in some cases, 

don’t even know them by 
name. Asante Sana.” 
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