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SWAHILI FOR ‘DAYSTAR NEWS’

Daystar University appointed its third Chancellor, 
Dr. Mary Murimi (left), pictured with fromer Chan-
cellor, Dr. Florence Muli-Musiime. Dr. Murimi is a 
professor of nutrition from Texas Tech University. 
She has a vast academic and philanthropic 
history, including working with a ministry that has 
planted over 200 churches in Northern Kenya.

This year eight Ph.D students graduated from Daystar! All with a 
Ph.D in Clinical Psychology, they are pictured here with Dr. Alice 
Munene (left) and Dr. Kennedy Ongaro, (far right) and visiting 
lecturer Dr. Nancy Duvall. 

Afrizo, always a crowd favorite, performed at the gradua-
tion ceremony and the chancellor’s inauguration. Afrizo 
will be coming to the United States in January 2017! 
Visit DaystarUS.org/Afrizo for more information.

Nine of the twenty-two Daystar U.S. scholarship students got together for 
a photo before the graduation cereomony. Each of them express an unbe-
lievable gratitude to you, the donor and supporter of their education.

Daystar University celebrated its 38th graduation ceremony this June. Over 800 students graduated and approximately 10,000 guests attended.

Please visit DaystarUS.org/blog/photos to see more from graduation and our trip to Kenya!
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AND JUSTICE FOR ALL

The world is not unfamiliar with injustices. Local, national, 
and world news has been overwhelmed with headlines 
reporting acts of hate and corruption. Nairobi, Kenya is no 
exception, recently making international news for the murder 
of an International Justice Mission staff member, his client, 
and their taxi driver.

Willie Kimani worked for IJM in Kenya battling to protect the 
poor from violence and corruption. He, his client Josephat 
Mwenda, and their taxi driver, Joseph Muiruri, were 
abducted on June 23, 2016 and killed several days later. No 
arrests have been made in connection to their murder.

According to IJM, “In Kenya, it’s easy for a corrupt or incom-
petent police officer to frame and imprison an innocent 
person – who then must wait in jail, often for years, for a 
chance to prove his or her innocence.”

Daystar alumnus John (names have been changed to 
protect those involved) experienced this horror first hand. In 
1989 John was working as a bank teller, as he had for 21 
years, when men stormed into the bank, pointing guns and 
demanding money. The robbers left with the money and 
John and his colleagues were unharmed. John reported the 
incident to the police. When the police arrived to take state-
ments, they took John into custody.

The police took John to a room and beat him severely, 
demanding him to confess to working with the robbers to 
carry out an inside job. John refused to confess to a crime 
he did not commit. The torture continued and John’s wife 
and family were never notified of his detainment. John said, 
“The police never booked me so my family did not know 

where I was.” He was moved to different locations overnight 
to keep his location unknown.

John’s family went to the courts and demanded to know 
where he was. After a week of torture John was produced in 
court and charged with armed robbery under a section of 
the law that allowed no bail at that time.To this day, if you are 
found guilty of armed robbery in Kenya under this section of 
the law, the sentence is death by hanging.

John’s case lasted over three years due to the several delays 
by the police who claimed they had evidence against him. 
Meanwhile John stayed in remand prison for the length of 
the period, his wife and son left alone. The jail was over-
crowded, with constant outbreaks of cholera. Each day 
John received a shot-glass sized portion of corn porridge to 
eat. “But the greatest pain is that you are not connected to 
your family,” John said. Family visits were rarely allowed and 
John did not see his young son for the whole three and a half 
years he spent in prison.

IJM heard of John’s case and his wife brought an attorney to 
visit him in jail, but John was skeptical and scared of what 
might happen if they fought back. Even so, IJM took on his 
case.

After months of hard work, IJM successfully had John’s case 
overturned and John was released from prison after spend-
ing over three years of his life wrongfully incarcerated.

John struggled finding his place in society after his release. 
He suffered from hearing loss, painful bones and joints, and 
PTSD from his torture. But he was reminded of a promise he 
made in prison, “God, if you release me, I will work for you.” 
He considered becoming a pastor or working in community 
development.

While considering all these things, John heard about Daystar 
University. In 2002 he enrolled in the community develop-
ment program and was given financial assistance through 
Daystar U.S. In 2006 IJM invited John to do his internship 
with them and in 2008 John became a full time IJM 
employee.

John has committed his life to battling the same corrupt 
system that he went up against. He travels to different com-
munities to educate people and makes sure no one has to 
be alone in their battle against injustices.

Educating Christian Servant-Leaders to Transform Africa

Willie Kimani, 32, worked for IJM in Nairobi, Kenya.

“GOD, IF YOU RELEASE ME, 
I WILL WORK FOR YOU”



THELMA J. LEFTWICH

Erick Ochieng Odundo grew up in Kisumu County, Kenya 
with his mother. He has a huge smile and an incredible 
desire to serve others. “I decided to study nursing while I 
was young. When my mom was still alive, she was a nurse.” 
Erick would visit his mother in the hospital while she was 
working and give sweets and bananas to her patients. Even 
then he loved caring for other people. “I just loved the envi-
ronment,” he remembered.

When Erick’s mom got sick, he became her nurse. He was 
an only child in a single parent household and was the only 
one there to take care of her. When his mother became 
bed-ridden, he fed her, gave her medicine, and helped her 
sleep. Before she passed away, she called Erick to her bed-
side and told him, “Erick, one day you will also be a nurse.”

His mother knew he had a servant heart and a desire to help 
others. Before he began studying nursing he briefly thought 
of becoming a priest but thought, “No, let me stick to my 
mom’s dream.”

Erick began his nursing education at a private university in 
Kenya. But when he was struggling to pay his fees he was 
offered no assistance. Eric was afraid he would not be able 
to finish his schooling to become a nurse. 

Then he heard about Daystar University and its nursing 
program from a friend. She encouraged him to apply for a 
scholarship. He did and was awarded a scholarship through 
Daystar U.S. He transferred his credits to Daystar, and was 
able to finish his nursing degree and graduate in June 2016. 
He will soon begin a one-year internship and vigorous stud-
ies for the Nursing Council of Kenya exams. After complet-
ing his internship and passing the exams, Erick will be fully 
licensed and ready to practice nursing in Kenya.

Erick’s dream is to pursue a master’s degree in nursing edu-
cation so he can go on to empower future nurses and help 
grow the nursing field in Kenya.

During his graduation interview, Erick proudly showed 
two certificates that were only possible because of his 
U.S. sponsors who donated the funds for the course. 

Watch his full interview at DaystarUS.org/Erick

Daystar U.S. is saddened by the 
passing of Thelma J. Leftwich, 
former Daystar U.S. board 
member and founding pastor of 
Vessels of His Love Church in 
Wheaton, Illinois. Vessels 
Church has been a longtime 
supporter of Daystar U.S.

Dr. Florence Muli-Musiime, 
former Chancellor of Daystar 
University said, “Thelma’s love 

for the Lord and her dedication to his people was remark-
able. Every time I had an opportunity to meet her, I was 
always refreshed by her commitment and love for the church 
in Africa and her support for the training of Christian leaders 
was remarkable. She had a great sense of humor and her 
laughter was refreshing. I am sure she is smiling at the Lord 
as we think of her right now and saying ‘I am home’.”

Erick received his diploma from Daystar in June 2016.

NURSING STUDENT 
FINDS HOPE AT 
DAYSTAR

REMEMBERING
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Remembering 
Thelma J. Leftwich
“Thelma’s love for the Lord and her 
dedication to His people was 
remarkable.”
more...

And Justice for All
Corruption in Nairobi and a Daystar 
alumnus battling injustices on the 
frontlines
more...

HABARI  DAYSTAR

WHAT’S INSIDE: GRADUATION PHOTO 
JOURNAL

See celebrations, the new chancellor, and 
the faces of the students whose dreams you 
helped achieve.

Interview with 2016 
Daystar Graduate 
and Scholarship 
Recipient

Abraham Waithima, director of The Institute of Leadership 
and Professional Development, at the 38th graduation 
ceremony in June.
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“I decieded to study nursing while 
I was young. When my mom was 
still alive, she was a nurse.”
more...


