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AFRIZO’S 2017 TOUR

SWAHILI FOR ‘DAYSTAR NEWS’

Before leaving for the U.S., Afrizo met with some Daystar U.S. scholarship students 
that their tour would be supporting. Afrizo member Dorine said, “I love being in Afrizo 
because it gives me an opportunity to help students who are less fortunate than 
myself.” Afrizo’s 2017 tour raised over $80,000 for Daystar University!

These five Kenyan natives experienced 
a lot of new things, including: snow (a 
couple even ate some), sub-zero 
temperatures, snowmobiling, and 
sledding!

Over the course of 25 days, Afrizo performed 23 concerts in five states including Minnesota, Pennsylvania, Florida, North Carolina, 
and Arizona. They sang at churches, in elementary schools, on airplanes, at colleges, in homes, and in retirement communities. 
They truly brought joy everywhere the went. Manasseh said, "I learned we are all just the same, bound by Christ's love. We have 
similar challenges politically and socially. This tour has allowed me to look at life from an American's perspective and I thank God for 
the opportunity." 

See more photos at daystarus.org/blog/afrizo-2017
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF DR. JON MASSO

Daystar U.S. is incredibly saddened by 
the passing of Daystar U.S. missionary, 
Dr. Jon Masso. Jon served Daystar 
University in various capacities for nearly 
20 years. He is survived by his wife, 
Phyllis, their four children, and 12 
grandchildren. Memorial services in his 
honor were held at Daystar University on 
March 1 & 2. Dr. Clayton Peel, lecturer at 
Daystar University, shared his thoughts 
about his longtime colleague and friend:

“Dr. Jon Masso, a retired Deputy Vice 
Chancellor of our university, is the 
epitome of a leader. I speak of Dr. Masso 
in the present tense, first, because the 
God he believes in promises and grants 
eternal life. Second, because his works 
of charity, faith, good stewardship, good 
citizenship, and integrity are very much 
alive with us, and will be with us in this 
community for a long time to come.

“Dr. Masso often accused me of flattery, 
an accusation he would make with his 
trademark smile whenever I pointed out 
to others what an important brick in the 
Daystar foundation he was. But I stand 
by every word I ever uttered of Dr. 
Masso. He embodied the finesse of 
academic management, knowledge, 
and people skills. He was quality with 
humility. And from what I knew and saw, 
he did not really crave the recognition of 
others that I believe he deserved.

“He and his wife, Phyllis, loved Kenya. 
Those of us who talked to them about 
their decision to relocate to the U.S. 
know the anguish that accompanied 
that decision. It was fitting, in a sense, 
that when the Lord called Jon Masso to 
glory He did so during a three-month 
return to the land that had a special 
place in Jon Masso's heart— Kenya.”

Along with their dedicated work 
at Daystar University, Jon and 
Phyllis founded Ahadi Family 
Kenya, a Christian children's 
home in Chunvi Machakos 
County for young at-risk boys in 
the community.

Noella Kasongo has known 
the hardships of conflict 
and war in her country. She 
came to Daystar from the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo, knowing her 
purpose was to make a 
difference in the lives of 
women who suffered from 
violence and trauma 
because of political and 
ethnic turmoil. Noella knew 

she wanted to return to Congo after graduating from 
Daystar to start microfinance opportunities for Congolese 
women. Noella said, “I hope to help these women 
[overcome] their trauma with their newfound skills.  They 
need to be instructed so that they can become good 
business administrators and be financially independent.  
But most of all I hope to help them learn to trust in God.” 

Noella studied social work and business administration at 
Daystar University. She graduated in 2014 and immediately 
put her degree to work, starting the Great Lakes and East 
Africa Women Empowerment Initiative (GLEAWEI). This 

program’s goal is to empower Congolese women (and 
others from the great lakes region of East Africa) by helping 
them to identify their skills and promote self-esteem. She 
serves as the Executive Director of GLEAWEI and also 
encourages discussions on peace and conflict 
reconciliation in her community.

Noella is an excellent example of the high caliber of Daystar 
alumni and their dedication to bettering their communities.

DAYSTAR ALUMNI REPORT

Noella teaches marginalized women in her community 
valuable skills like sewing, dress-making, marketing, and 
bookkeeping.



BECOME A DAYSTAR AMBASSADOR

It was already a long day. I had woken up at 5:15 AM, 
travelled by van on dry, bumpy roads, attended a long 
ceremony, and spent hours interviewing students. It was 
enjoyable, but emotionally and mentally exhausting. It was 
now 3:30 PM and I hadn’t had anything to eat since 
breakfast at 5:30 AM. I was starving. Or so I kept telling 
myself as my stomach rumbled. I longed for the granola 
bar I had left in the van. 

Then we interviewed another student. He was timid and 
soft spoken. Through a few cryptic comments we were 
able to figure out something wasn’t right. We asked 
different questions, trying to figure out what was wrong. 
Then he told us. He hadn’t had anything to eat for three 
days. 

It is common for our Daystar U.S. scholarship students to 
not have a lot of extra spending money and we take this 

into consideration, giving students a monthly living 
allowance. However, this young man was sending his 
entire allowance home to his sick mother, choosing to 
give the only resource he had to his family. All he was left 
with was an aching hunger. 

We gave him cash and sent him to the cafeteria. But I was 
left feeling like I got punched in the gut. When have I ever 
experience real hunger? When have I had to make a 
sacrifice like he had, choosing to give everything I have 
and taking nothing for myself? 

The truth is, never. I’ve never had to make decisions like 
this. I thank God for all the ways that He has blessed me 
and left me wanting nothing. I am thankful for 
organizations like Daystar U.S. that provide an education 
to those who can’t even afford a daily meal. I am thankful 
for a job where I can impact people  across the globe. 

I always thought the phrase “every dollar makes a 
difference” was a lazy cliché used by nonprofits. But now 
that I’m behind the scenes, I’ve learned that it’s 100% 
true. A monthly gift of $30 to Daystar U.S. can help ensure 
a scholarship student at Daystar will have enough to eat. 
What is one dollar a day to me? I can tell you it is definitely 
not as valuable to me as it is to that young man I met at 
Daystar. If he could give so much with so little, just think 
about what we could accomplish if those of us who are 
blessed with so much gave abundantly?

REFLECTIONS FROM AN AMERICAN IN KENYA
Daystar U.S. Marketing Administrator, Katie Krebs, travelled to Daystar University in June 2016. 
Read how her interaction with a Daystar student changed her perspective on the power of giving.

There are so many ways you support Daystar— through 
your donations, your prayers, your words of 
encouragement to our office. Thank you! Without your 
help, none of this important work would be possible. 

We’re excited to tell you about a new way you can help: 
become a Daystar Ambassador! As a Daystar 
Ambassador your job is simple: tell others about the 
impact of Daystar University. When you help spread the 
word about Daystar University, you are helping fund, 
educate, and empower even more Christian servant 
leaders to transform Africa and beyond.

There are lots of ways to share Daystar with others: over 
a cup of coffee, through a friendly email, giving a brief 
presentation to your Sunday school class, running a 

race… However you want to share the impact of 
Daystar, we’re here to make sure you feel confident 
and equipped to do so. 

When you become a Daystar Ambassador we will send 
helpful materials straight to your door. We’ll give you 
everything you need to feel comfortable and to 
succeed in making other people passionate about 
Daystar’s mission to transform Africa by training 
Christian servant leaders. 

Everyone can be a Daystar Ambassador and you can do 
it on your own terms. Call or email us for more 
information!

952-928-2550 or info@daystarus.org
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Daystar celebrates
Dr. Jon Masso
“He was quality with humility. And 
from what I knew and saw, he did 
not really crave the recognition of 
others that I believe he deserved.”
more...
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WHAT’S INSIDE: AFRIZO 2017 TOUR 
PHOTO ALBUM

See highlights from Daystar University’s Afrizo 
and their 2017 U.S. tour.

Reflections from an 
American in Kenya
“When have I had to make a sacrifice 
like he had, choosing to give 
everything I have and taking nothing 
for myself?” 
more...

We Need You to be a 
Daystar Ambassador
Learn how you can help spread the 
mission of Daystar and impact even 
more students! 
more...

Bonnke, Carolyne, Manasseh, Maureen, and Dorine travelled 
across the U.S. to spread the mission of Daystar University 
through vibrant singing and dancing.
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